[bookmark: _Hlk65685574]MINUTES OF A MEETING OF HIMLEY PARISH COUNCIL HELD AT SWINDON COMMUNITY CENTRE ON WEDNESDAY 16th JULY 2025 at 7.30PM

PRESENT: -                                   MRS Y NOCK (CHAIRMAN) PRESIDING
      PRESENT COUNCILLORS:       MRS S OLIVER, MR T RICHARDS, MR R LEES, MR G BOWEN
      APOLOGIES:-                               CCLR V WILSON, PCSO’S                                                                                     
      OTHERS :-                                     MRS S FARLEY CLERK, MR R PAINTER, MS N JAMES
      
                                 
    
DECLARATION OF INTERESTS AND DISPENSATIONS –
Section 17 – reminds Parish Councils to review if any of the decisions made at the Parish Council meeting have implications in relation to crime, disorder, anti-social behavior or community safety in general.
Cllr Lees: as a member of South Staffordshire District Council (SSDC), will reconsider any planning applications at District level taking into account all relevant evidence and representations at that tier and at District level will declare an interest arising from membership of this Parish Council when expressing a view on any relative matters

MATTERS ARISING:-
· SID:  The Battery SID has been installed in Bridgnorth Road.
· Broken tarmac next to Gospel End traffic lights: Photo identifying the problem was shown; This problem was reported to Highways (4437957) on 16.04.25 and the reply stated that work was raised for multiple defects in this area which will be carried out as soon as scheduling and resources allow. Cllr Oliver supplied up to date photos and the Clerk is to raise this in the South Staffs Reportit website.
· Bank: Cllr Richards has been added to the signatories
· Bus Shelter: This was installed 3rd July opposite The Dudley Arms. 
· Playing Field:  We asked for quotes for replacement of old grass webbing and received several replies with a wide range of quotes and suggestions to be considered. The fault with the gate drop-bolt has been rectified.
· Cllr Richards will check all play equipment and keep a record of anything that is required.	 
· Bus Service: Emails received with complaints were passed on to C Cllr Wilson.   County Council deals with bus services.
· Scattering of wild flower seeds: The death of the widow of a long-standing Himley resident led to the family asking for permission to scatter wild flower seeds. Permission is being sought from both the verge owner and mower. 
· Reorganisation of Local Government: Cllr Oliver had previously attended a meeting and Cllr Lees offered more information on the changes

POLICE REPORT – Date range: 17/06/2025 - 14/07/2025 as received
Public bodies can only disclose information if they have the power to do so. Section 115 of the Crime and Disorder Act provides a power to exchange information where disclosure is necessary to support the local Crime Reduction Strategy and Partnership in achieving the aims of the Crime and Disorder Reduction Strategy and objectives outlined within it.
The degree of disclosure that takes place must be proportionate and relevant to the level of social ill or criminality it is intended to counter or prevent.
The information is only to be processed in relation to crime and disorder purposes. Information will be handled in accordance with the Data Protection Act 1998, the Human Rights Act 1998 and any other relevant legislation governing disclosures and will ultimately be disposed of in a secure manner. 
Statistics:
Burglary (residential): None
Burglary (Business):  None
Vehicle Crime
· At approx. 0030hrs on 18/06, offenders have stolen a Ford Transit in white from the car park of a business on SCHOOL ROAD, without keys. Offenders arrived in a white vehicle, smashed the window of the van and towed same away, making good their escape – Investigation ongoing.
· Between approx. 0130hrs – 0200hrs 02/07, offenders have stolen a BMW R1250 motorcycle from the car park of a business on SCHOOL ROAD. Offenders appear to have arrived in a silver coloured saloon style vehicle. They have then pushed the motorcycle away whilst on foot, making good escape. 
Anti-social behaviour :
2 x reports in total – 2 reports of note:
· 1 x call re off road bikes at BAGGERIDGE COUNTRY PARK
· 1 x report of suspicious motorcycles on CHALMERS ROAD


With thanks from your local officers,
PCSO Paula WILKES (06635) Email: paula.wilkes@staffordshire.police.uk
PCSO Alexandra RATHBONE (23938) Email: alexandra.rathbone@staffordshire.police.uk
PCSO Julia WELLS (16814) Email: julia.wells@staffordshire.police.uk
Helpful links
Volunteers requested for community speed watch, further information found at:
http://www.staffssaferroads.co.uk/my-community/community-speed-watch 
Keep in touch with regular Smart Alert’s for your area:
https://staffordshiresmartalert.uk/staffs/
Social media:
[image: A screenshot of a computer

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]  @Staffordshire Police & @South Staffordshire Police
[image: A screenshot of a computer

AI-generated content may be incorrect.] @SStaffsPolice
Please feel free to encourage public participants to try reporting incidents via our ‘Live chat’ service accessible on our website, instead of phoning 101 and waiting in a queue.


PLANNING APPLICATIONS :-  None

PLANNING APPLICATIONS AWAITING A DECISION :-  

· 25/00315/FULHH   24 Lydiate Hill Road, Rear extension, single storey including glass balustrade to enable walk on roof and front porch. Val 30.03.25, consult to 09.06.25, deadline 06.07.25, C.O. Matthey Hurley.   HPC has no objection as long as the extension/balustrading does not overlook the neighbours’ properties.  
· 24/01056/FULM   Land at Park Farm, Himley, (rear of Himley Hall). The temporary development of a battery energy storage system (BESS) with ancillary infrastructure to provide balancing services to the electricity grid. Val 29.01.25, consult to 08.03.25, deadline 30.04.25, C.O. Imogen Hopkin.   Projects Development, REPD 565 High Road Leytonstone London E11 4PB	

PLANNING DECISIONS :- None

ANY OTHER BUSINESS INCLUDING RESIDENTS COMPLAINTS :-

· Hedges to the field off Plantation Lane and School Road need cutting back. Clerk to inform the owner
· Himley Country Hotel: Following a noisy disturbance on the evening of Friday 26th June, a deceased man was discovered the next morning. Police have not revealed the cause of death. 
· LGBTQIA+: There will be a meeting at Perton Library for LGBTQIA+.  No date given, Acronym for lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, queer (or sometimes questioning), intersex, asexual, and others. The “plus” represents other sexual identities, including pansexual and Two-Spirit.
· Staffs Parish Councils Association: Since last HPC meeting, we have been offered information on the following: - 1.  Asset Transfer: e.g. Buildings, play areas. There is online briefing for introduction, questions to ask, how to prepare and pitfalls at 10am online on 22nd July.   2. Cllr Introduction for existing and new Cllrs on July 30th at £40 each or £375 whole Council.    3. A one day Workshop on Report Writing, July 14th at £570 pp + VAT.     4. Join Playing Fields Association from £20/yr.    5. Invitation to Meet the Army on July 15th at an evening event in Stafford.    6. Invitation for clerk to take a course lasting 16 months (8 monthly 2hour sessions) for the CILCA (Certificate in Local Council Administration) cost £775   
· The Government Exchange has also invited you all to a Virtual Guide to a Strategic Thinking Workshop on Monday 4th August at a cost of £570 + VAT pp
· Staffs L & L invited all to an online lunch and learn session by Severn Trent at noon on 25th July about risks to water supplies, response to bursts and supply interruptions, supporting vulnerable people and premises and wastewater incidents.
· Local Parishes Assembly: Kinver PC has invited local parishes to an informal meeting at the Edward Marsh Centre on the 25th July at 7pm to discuss working together to get better value on contracts etc. and also the Launch of Community Governance Review 2025.  Anyone can attend. HPC awaits more general information from above. Cllr S Oliver will attend on behalf of HPC.
· Insurance: Clerk has checked that the new bus shelter will be covered by our existing insurance. 
· Website changes: The Clerk is in the process of obtaining quotes to change the website domain name and email address to .gov.uk	
· There will be the usual Whistle Foundation Event at Himley Cricket Club on August 18th to 22nd.
· Ms Nicola James advised that she would like to become a Councillor on Himley Parish Council – appointment paperwork will be completed at the September meeting.
· The Clerk advised that she had requested speed stickers for residents for wheelie bins again from the Staffordshire Safer Roads Partnership.
· Following the notice received that Mr D Walker will not be able to continue as the independent auditor Cllr Richards advised that he had gained agreement from a colleague who would do this for us at year end in 2026.
· The Clerk and Chairperson had received a query from the guardian of the defibrillator situated at The Limes. It was confirmed to him that the new pads were fitted on the defibrillator and the expiry date on these is November 2027.	

 
ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT: - 

· Online payments authorised at the meeting by Cllrs – 
Ace Shelters – Bus shelter £5256.00
A & L Contractors SID post £1780.80
S A Farley stationery and expenses £95.70
S A Farley Auditor thank you gift £25.00
Bank charges £4.25

DATE & TIME OF NEXT MEETING: -   Wednesday 17th September 2025

There being no other business the meeting closed at 9.15pm

COUNCILLOR VACANCIES  There is 1 vacancy for a Parish Councillor on Himley Parish Council. Please contact the clerk via email if you would like further details regarding these – himleyparishcouncil@gmail.com
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Volunteers requested for community speed watch, further
information found at: http://www.staffssaferroads.co.uk/my-
community/communi eed-watch

Keep in touch with regular Smart Alert’s for your area:

https://staffordshiresmartalert.uk/staffs/

For none urgent reports please contact us via 101 or Digital 101.

Social media:

n @staffordshire Police & @South Staffordshire Police

Please feel free to encourage public participants to try reporting incidents via our ‘Digital 101
Service. A private message can be sent to Staffordshire Police pages on Facebook / Twitter, instead
of phoning 101 and waiting in a queue.

POLICE

POLICE





